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CeSTII - STISA 2024 Seminar Notes 
 

 

In order of presentation: 

 

Speaker: Initials: 

Prof. Gillian Marcelle GMM 

Mr. Hambani Masheleni HM 

Dr. David Ockwell DO 

Prof. Clapperton C. Mavhunga CCM 

Mr. Daan du Toit DDT 

Mr. Chux Daniels CD 

 

 

Introduction: Gillian Marcelle - GMM 

 

1. STISA-2024, which is central to shaping Africa’s science, technology and innovation 

activities in the years to come, has the potential to have significant implications for 

the socio-economic development of the continent.  

2. Critical issues need to be explored which include: the main objectives of STISA-2024; 

underlying assumptions within the strategy; the roles that relevant research, policy 

and practice can play in operationalizing STISA-2024; and potential impacts of STISA-

2024 on innovation-led growth, development and competitiveness of the continent.  

3. Nature and Sci. Dev. Net. critiques/articles not as interested in the decade of work by 

African scholars making similar points and offering more localized and contextually 

grounded programs of action.  

4. CeSTII and the HSRC, offer a specific opportunity for value-added engagement 

through facilitating bidirectional knowledge flows between policy makers and the 

actual performers of innovation.  

5. Now more than ever, we need to be creative in considering innovation through a 

lens that includes problem solving, local knowledge and ways of doing, wisdom and 

processes of learning. 

 

Summary of ideas from Hambani Masheleni’s presentation: 

1. STI programs that can contribute based on 6 key priority areas: (i) eradicate hunger 

and ensure food and nutrition security; (ii) prevent and control of diseases & ensure 

well-being; (iii) communication (physical & intellectual mobility); (iv) protect our 

space; (v) live together - build the community and (vi) create wealth. 

2. Africa is the region with the lowest investment on R&D and the lowest number of 

researchers per capita.  
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3. Mission of STISA-2024: to accelerate Africa’s transition to an innovation-led, 

knowledge-based economy. 

4. The success of STISA 2024 depends on the up-grading of African STI infrastructure; 

enhancing of technical and professional competencies; stimulation of collaborative 

innovation and entrepreneurship; provision of an enabling environment for STI; 

building a science culture and strengthening IP and regulatory systems. 

 

David Ockwell - DO  

 

1. In innovation policymaking, it is importance to differentiate between invention (driven 

by R&D) and innovation; while recognizing that invention can and may lead to 

innovation. STISA and (and other critics) does not make this distinction.  

2. Used the “Gardening Thinking” example as an analogy to explain why it is important 

to cultivate innovation (and tech caps, transfer, etc.) practices within the NSI 

framework.  

3. In follow up discussions adds that: Africa already has, owns and does innovation. As a 

result, the idea that we have to get Africans involved, give them innovation, or 

energize/sensitize them towards innovation is misconstrued. 

 

Summary of critiques from the global North: 

 Fails to distinguish between Science & Technology and Innovation, invention and 

innovation. Also confuses R&D and innovation. 

 Follows a heavy government top-down approach. 

 Lack commitments.  

 Demonstrate sufficient stakeholders (e.g. industry, academia) engagement. 

 

Clapperton C. Mavhunga - CCM: A 5-point response:  

1. Governance STISA does not take roots from Africa. In innovation studies and 

innovation policymaking, there is need for Africa’s policymakers’ to avoid Western 

(i.e. borrowed) thinking and more extensively draw on African frameworks.  

2. STISA seems to follow the top-down model of government policymaking. This can be 

traced to the old tradition of African leadership style which is highly prescriptive. 

Africa’s informal economy, regarded to be most innovative in the world, with 50, 70, 

to 90% (Malawi?). New jobs created by the informal sector are not well captured and 

represented in STISA. The potentials of this vibrant informal economy should be 

harnessed as a source of innovative self-funding. These economic strategies raise 
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questions as to whether we need to adopt the informal as our standard in an African 

context or attempt to formalize the informal. 

 

Daan du Toit - DDT:  

STISA is here, and we have to celebrate it. While acknowledging that it is not perfect, we 

should take pride in and responsibility for it. It is also necessary to consider the following: 

1. Make improvements by clarifying roles and specific implementation mechanisms, 

including by placing a greater focus on continental integration and making links to 

other policies / strategies which need to be more explicit. Role clarity is often a very 

difficult task for governments but a good start would be to form mechanisms which 

promote cooperation and integration such as the formation of a Pan-African 

Research Area. 

2. CPA the preceding strategy, despite its critics, achieved a lot.  

3. It is important for STISA to link to education strategies and other general policies that 

aim to provide and improve the enabling environment. Within this context, 

partnerships and international cooperation are important. 

 

Highlighted audience questions during discussion: 

 

1. 50% of Africans are estimated to be below the age of 50. How does STISA attempt to 

address this? 

2. Using the gardening narrative of (DO), what (innovation) seeds are we 

planting/cultivating, have been planted or should we be planting? 

3. Why it is important to recognize and incorporate works/voices of global South 

scholars in innovation debates, discourses and in practical cases such as the critique 

of STISA – (GMM)? 

4. How critical is it to disentangle the tension between formal and informal and define 

innovation the way that fits Africa’s context – (GMM) / (CCM)?  

 

Chux Daniels - CD: Key points summary and recommendations   

1. CeSTII has an important role to play along with other research centres and 

academic institutions by helping provide conceptual clarity to government 

policymakers.  

2. In this regard, it would be critical to identify and define the opportunities for; 

Policy learning and in so doing move beyond criticism and the shortcomings  we 

see in STISA, to ask deeper questions about why these shortcomings persist, in 

spite of the close to five decades of policy (or strategy) making and experience 
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in Africa. One possible reason is that there is little if any codification and synthesis 

of policy episodes; learning is not formalised and made available on an ongoing 

basis.  Efforts to capture and distil the pertinent lessons from policy experiments 

need to be developed and strengthened.  Research institutions have a role to 

play in this regard.  

3. Programmes to strengthen policy making capabilities, with emphasis on 

organizational capabilities of public policy making institutions is vital. In innovation 

discussions, there is often too much focus on technical and technological 

capabilities, with relative neglect of organizational capabilities, i.e. policy 

processes and routines within policy institutions.  

4. Focus on the entire value chain of policymaking: STISA may suffer from 

inadequate attention to all stages in the value chain of policy making.  A culture 

may exist where insufficient attention is paid to  policy formulation, which is 

regarded as being only as a stepping stone to policy implementation (“the real 

thing”) which might mean that policy processes such as stakeholders 

engagement and participation, consultation are not taken seriously, resulting in 

implementation challenges. There may also be an imbalance in terms of the level 

of detail in the implementation stages and cursory monitoring and evaluation 

frameworks. 

 

 

Concluding remarks: 

STISA is here. It is not perfect, but it helps set some positive goals by clarifying AU 

government’s intentions in the area of STI. Africa must own, support, promote and help 

implement it. 

 


